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PRESCRIBED FIRES MAY RESUME 

   Governor Hickenlooper suspended all prescribed fires on private and state lands last year in the aftermath of the horrendous Lower North Fork Fire which took the lives of three residents (Executive Order D 2012-006). Subsequently, a massive re-organization of the Department of Public Safety took place with two departments from the Colorado Forest Service moved into the new department. 
   On January 30th, 2013, Hickenlooper issued Executive Order D 2013-002 amending the 2012 order. The Declaration and Directives include: 

· Executive Order D 2012-006 (State-wide suspension on prescribed or controlled fires) is hereby amended to allow for the resumption of slash burnings under controlled conditions. 

· Slash pile burn operations conducted by state agencies or on state lands shall follow the new guidelines and procedures established by the Division of Fire Prevention and Control to ensure that all such burns are conducted in a safe and effective manner. 

· The Division of Fire Prevention and Control shall observe the following minimum guidelines for prescribed pile fires: 
1. Ignition of piles shall occur only on days when there is adequate snow cover and the Colorado Air Pollution Control Division has determined that weather conditions are appropriate for burning because good smoke dispersal can be achieved; 
2. Piles shall be ignited as early in the morning as possible and operations will cease before sunset; 

3. Fire suppression resources shall be on site when piles are burned; and

4. Pile burns shall occur only after proper notification of residents of potentially affected areas and local government officials.

   In the order, Hickenlooper reiterates his position that “In order to best serve the residents on the wildland-urban interface and promote the health and wellbeing of our forests, slash pile burning remains the least expensive and most effective method of removing slash.”
   Hickenlooper emphasized that the Division of Fire Prevention and Control will work to ensure continued safety and protection for residents on the wildland-urban interface, while promoting the health and longevity of our State’s natural forests through properly regulated pile burnings. 

   Victims of the Lower North Fork Fire are still struggling here almost a year later with state officials over compensation for losses incurred. 
Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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